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ASBESTOS VICTIMS DEMAND ACTION FROM GOVERNMENT. 
 
Patients and their families will be gathering to commemorate Action Mesothelioma Day on Friday July 4, 2025 at St. Nicholas Parish Church, Liverpool for a dove release to remember all those who have died of mesothelioma, a cancer of the lining of the lung caused by asbestos.
 
Action Mesothelioma Day (AMD) is held in all the major cities in the UK to raise awareness of the disease which, together with the other conditions of asbestosis, asbestos related lung cancer and asbestos related pleural thickening causes over 7,000+ deaths per year in the UK and approximately 240,000 deaths globally.  The event is being organised by the Merseyside Asbestos Victims Support Group with all proceeds going to research into finding better treatment and a cure for these insidious diseases.  
 
Professor Judy Coulson from the University of Liverpool carrying out research into mesothelioma said:
 “Action Mesothelioma Day is an important annual event to raise awareness of this devastating disease.  I am delighted to be invited to talk this year about research into better understanding the disease to develop new treatments or target existing treatment more effectively.”
 
 Mr. Julius Asante-Siaw, Surgeon from the Liverpool heart and Chest Hospital said
 “As a surgeon, I witness firsthand the profound impact mesothelioma has on patients and their families. Action Mesothelioma Day serves as a vital opportunity to emphasize the role of surgery in early detection, advancing treatment, and offering support to all those affected.”
 
 Professor Coulson and Mr. Asante-Siaw will be speaking at the meeting being held after the Dove Release.
 
John Flanagan, Manager at Merseyside Asbestos Victims Support Group said “We will be calling on the government for more research funding into mesothelioma, we are presently supporting Professor Coulson and  Dr. Sarah Barnett in a collaborative project using a new Hen’s egg model to test potential personalised therapies for mesothelioma”. 
The Civic Dignitaries attending the event will be
 The Deputy Lord Mayor of Liverpool, Councillor William Shortall.
The Mayor of Wirral, Councillor Brian Kenny.
The Mayor of Knowsley, Councillor Ken McGlashan.
 END 
  
EDITORS NOTES
 
  
Contact John Flanagan on 0151 236 1895 to arrange interviews with speakers, patients and family members on the day.
Interview available with speakers and victims on the day.
 
The British Asbestos Newsletter, a mine of information and the first go to website on asbestos.
http://www.britishasbestosnewsletter.org/ The website archive was updated until 2019
  
Global Asbestos Disaster - PMC
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National Institutes of Health (NIH) (.gov)
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov › articles › PMC5982039
 
by S Furuya · 2018 · Cited by 226 — The latest estimate of global number of asbestosis deaths from the Global Burden of Disease estimate 2016 is 3495. Asbestos-caused cancer ..
 
 
HSE
Asbestos-related disease statistics, Great Britain 2024
Asbestosis, mesothelioma,asbestos related lung cancer and non-malignant pleural disease in Great Britain 2024
 
 
Asbestos was imported into the UK from the late 19th century up to 1999 firstly from South Africa and later by Canada and Russia up to the date of its banning by the EU. The latter still exports around half a million tons of asbestos a year globally mostly to India and Pakistan.  The UK has the highest rate of mesothelioma per head of population in the world.
 
The number of mesothelioma cases has remained steady at 2,500 cases per year up to the Covid pandemic when the reported figures by the HSE reduced to 2,257. While this reduction seems a welcome downturn it should be recognised that Covid may well have played a part in the reduced number. The HSE report, see notes below states.

LATEST STATS FOR MESOTHELIOMA. HSE 2025 REPORT.


Mesothelioma statistics for Great Britain, 2025
There were 2,218 mesothelioma deaths in Great Britain in 2023. This is lower than the 2,280 deaths in 2022, and substantially lower than the average of 2,508 deaths per year over 10-year period 2011 to 2020. • Male deaths reduced in the last three years whereas female deaths remained broadly level:

https://www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/assets/docs/mesothelioma.pdf



 
Chart notes: • Latest available data is for 2022 for mesothelioma and asbestosis deaths and 2023 for IIDB cases. • Data for 2020 and 2021 (shown inside the shaded grey column) may have been particularly affected by the coronavirus pandemic. • Some individuals with occupational diseases who then developed COVID-19 may have died earlier than otherwise. Delays in death certification or omission of occupational disease recording on death certificates of those with COVID-19 could also have occurred. • Assessments of new IIDB cases were substantially reduced in 2020 and may also have been affected during 2021, though this less likely for mesothelioma due to its prioritisation for assessment.
 
Only when we have the post Covid stats will we know whether there has been a change in the 2,500 figure per annum.
 
Our group continue to help mesothelioma patients and their families to obtain the welfare benefits they are entitled to. We hold monthly meetings for mesothelioma patients which we are told the best part of the day is meeting other patients for a chat. Our work with our national body, the Asbestos Victims Support Groups Forum UK  (The Forum) continues with meeting the DWP to try and improve their services to patients. We are also founding members of the All-Party Parliamentary Panel on OH-Sub Group on Asbestos chaired by Ian Lavery MP. Jack Spriggs, then MP for Walton Liverpool helped the group set this up. The latest campaign which produced a report only today on the Cape Must Pay Campaign asking the company to donate £10 million towards research into mesothelioma continues. The company, now owned by ALTRAD   are historically responsible for many avoidable deaths due to their products. Go to https://asbestosforum.org.uk/campaigns/
Campaigns, Cape Must Pay. Cape Hearing Report .pdf 
There is also concern regarding developments in the US where a planned banning of asbestos has been put on hold by the President. Mr. Donald Trump. See attached.
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